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weakening of the social fabric, and the decay of public, if not
of private, morality, has gone much further on the Continent
than among the English-speaking peoples. There is hardly a
country in Europe, and certainly none in Asia, where the
Russians could not find, and without serious difficulty, suffi-
cient public men ready, in pursuit of their own advantage,
to act in the interests of the Cominform and form a satellite
government, or a sufficiency of clerks and placemen ready to
work for such a government. That is something wholly new
in history. Too many men everywhere have lost their faith
in the destiny and the title-deeds of the society, be it Church
or State, to which they owe nominal allegiance.

Too often we forget that labels mean nothing. Europe
to-day is full of Radicals, Liberals, Progressives, and Radical
Socialists, but none of these labels mean in Europe what they
mean to us. These men are not the political heirs of Lord
Grey of the Reform Bill or even of Mr. Lloyd George. Most of
them, like our own fellow travellers, differ from the Cominform
only in their wish to see a slightly different kind of near-
Communist, international Socialism substituted for the free
nation, the free family, and the free Church; they thus have no
incentive to offer an effective resistance to the cold war. These
men may not initiate the coup which destroys the freedom of
the people, but they will inevitably (and, from their own point
of view, perhaps rightly) acquiesce in it. All over Europe
there are, sometimes in office, sometimes in power, men of this
kind and, even in the British House of Commons, and, still
more vocal, in the ranks of the Labour party outside Parlia-
ment, are those who say that it is only with men of this kind
that we should collaborate on the Continent. Such a collabora-
tion would complete the disintegration, political and moral, of
the free society without substituting for the incentives which
operate among free men the ruthless machinery of oppression
which is at the disposal of truly totalitarian Communist dictator-
ships. It would, therefore, fail, and the Russians would pursue
their cold war to a victorious and bloodless conclusion. This in
turn would inevitably lead to a destructive and probably fatal
shooting war in which the English-speaking peoples would be
forced to attempt the liberation of Europe at the price of the